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Herpetofauna of Chippokes Plantation State Park

Results of a field survey conducted by die 
Virginia Herpetological Society 

27-28 April 1991

The Virginia Herpetological Society had its 1991 spring meeung 
on 27-28 April at Chippokes State Park, Surry Co. During die two day 
field trip, numerous habitats on and immediately adjacent to Chippokes 
State Park were sampled for their herpetofauna. The following is a list 
of die 25 species found, and the predomininant habitat associated with 
each species.

Amphibians

Salamanders

Desmognatlws auriculatus (Soudiern dusky salamander) found in ravine
seeps.

Eurycea bislincata cirrigera (Southern two-lined salamander) found in 
ravine seeps.

Notopbyihahnus viridescens (Red-spotted newt) found in cypress swamp. 
Pletliodon cinereus (Red-backed salamander) found on woodland ridge. 
Plethodon cblorobryonis (Coastal Plain slimy salamander) found on 

woodland ridge.

Frogs and Toads

Rana catesbeiana (Bullfrog) found in cypress swamp.
Ran a clamitans (Green frog) found in cypress swamp.
Rana utricularia (Soudiern leopard frog) heard in cypress swamp.
Hyla cbrysocelis (Gray trecfrog) heard in woodland ravine.
Bulb tcrrcstris x fowleri (Soudiern x Fowler’s toad) found in field.

Repiilcs

Lizards

Eumcccs fasiains (Five-1ined skink) found on upland ridge under bark. 
Seined la lateralis (Ground skink) (build under debris at edge of field. 
Eu nieces laliceps (Broad-head skink) found on upland ridge under bark.
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Snakes

Diadophis punctatus punctatus (Southern ringneck snake) found under 
debris on upland ridges.

Coluber constrictor (Black racer) found under debris at edge of field. 
Elaphe obsolcta (Black rat snake) found under debris at edge of field. 
Nerodia sipedon (Northern watersnake) in woodland pool.
Carpbopbis amoenus (Worm snake) found under debris at field edge. 
Farancia erytrogramma (Rainbow snake) DOR adjacent cypress swamp.

Turtles

Terrapene Carolina (Eastern box turde) found on upland ridge at edge 
of ravine.

Cbelydra serpentina (Snapping turtle) found in cypress swamp. 
Kinosternon subrubrum (Eastern mud turde) found in cypress swamp. 
Sternotherus odoratus (Sdnkpot) found in cypress swamp.
Pseudemys rubriventris (Red-bellied turde) found in cypress swamp. 
Cbrysemys picta (Eastern painted turde) found in cypress swamp.

Total number o f species

Salamanders 5
Frogs and Toads 5
Lizards 3
Snakes 6
Turdes 6

Compiled by Kurt A. Buhlmann and Michael S. Hayslett.



First verified record of the Hawksbill Sea Turtle 
(Eretmochelys imbricate) in Virginia Waters

J.A. Keinath & J.A. Musick 
VA InsUL of Marine Science 
College of William and Mary 
Gloucester PL, VA 23062

W.M. Swingle 
VA Marine Sci. Museum 
717 General Booth Blvd. 
VA Beach, VA 23451

Chesapeake Bay is an important foraging area for juvenile 
loggerhead (Caretta caretta) and Kemp’s ridley sea turdes (Lepidochelys 
kempii). It is esdmated that up to 10,000 loggerheads (Byles, 1988; 
Keinadi et al., 1987) and hundreds of ridleys (Musick, 1988) inhabit the 
bay during warm mondis. A smaller number of leatherback 
(Dermochelys coriacea) and green turdes (Chelonia mydas) may be 
observed in Virginia waters each year (Keinath et al., 1987). We now 
describe die first verified occu rrence of the hawksbill turde (Eretmochelys 
imbricate) from Virginia waters.

Adult hawksbill turdes are tropical, and do not travel into 
temperate waters (Pritchard, 1979). Young hawksbills, however, have 
been observed beyond die adult range, from southern Brazil to New 
England in die western Adandc (Carr, 1952). Hawksbills found outside 
die tropics are considered lost waifs. It has been reported diat a "small 
number" of hawksbills were taken in the turde fisheries near Beaufort 
and Morehead City, Nordi Carolina (True, 1887), butdieir identification 
is uncertain. Schwartz (1976) reported four hawksbills captured in the 
same areas between 1970 and 1975. There are no verified accounts of 
the hawksbill turde in die Virginian Sea or Chesapeake Bay (Musick, 
1988). Woodard (1980) listed hawksbills from Accomack and 
Nordiampton (Virginia) coundes but gave no references to die source of 
die informauon, and diese records are doubtful. Schwartz (1967) 
suggested that hawksbills may occur in Maryland waters but provided no 
records. Musick (1972, 1988) described a hawksbill carapace in die 
collection of the Natural History Society of Maryland, simply labeled 
"Chesapeake Bay," widi no informadon as to die exact collccdon locadon, 
date, or collector. Thus, die validity of die collecdon location can not be 
verified (Keinadi and Musick, in press).

On 9 November 1990, a commercial clammcr captured a small 
sea turtle in patent tongs at the mouth of the James River (ca 36° 59’ N 
x 76° 16’ W). The bay water temperature was 17°C. The fisherman 
transported the turtle to the Virginia Marine Science Museum (VMSM), 
where the turtle was idendfied as a hawksbill. The fisherman had 
removed many barnacles from the turde, odierwise die animal appeared
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